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-Abstract-

This article focuses on the problem of the classification of language and its variations in natural
languages. The common understanding about language is that language exists at a complex level as
language called in the Saussurean terminology langue and in a communicative modus as parole. This
dichotomy doesn’t seem to match the needs of the description of the Arabic language, which as a
diglossia is spoken today on the Arabian Peninsula, Southern Central Asia, and Africa. The Arabic
language employs two terms for the concept ‘language’, which is contrasted with the concept ‘speech’.
The case of the usage of the term ‘Mudar language’ for a variety of the Arabic language spoken and
written during the time of the Islamization opposed to the contemporary ‘Himyarite language’ shall
introduce with the case study of Ibn Khaldun’s Mugaddimah to the language typology of Arabic.

1. Introduction: The Research Problem:
‘The Concept ‘Language’ and Arabic’ as Research Problem of this Article

The Conception of ‘Language’ in Contemporary Arabic Terms, Ibn Khaldun, and the Western
Conception of Language

Arabic as a Semitic language. As Voigt stated, historically the core region of the Semitic peoples during
the 3rd and 2nd millennia BC lay in the Fertile Crescent of Palestine, Syria, and Mesopotamia. (Voigt)
Therefore, their assumed shared original homeland cannot have been situated on the Arabian Peninsula.
The occurrence of Semitic languages must have been an effect of migration southwards. Semitic
languages before Islamization comprise the areas of the Fertile Crescent, the Arabian Peninsula, and East
African coastal area. Beeston (1981: 178-186) described the languages of pre-Islamic Arabia. Also the
polar dichotomy of ‘convergence’ and ‘divergence’ were used to describe the relationship between the
varieties of the Arabic language. Edzard distinguished between ‘convergence’ of linguistic features
among historical varieties of Arabic dialects before and during the emergence of Classical Arabic,
‘convergence’ of linguistic features among modern Arabic dialects and other Semitic languages, and
‘convergence’ of linguistic features among Modern Standard Arabic, modern Hebrew, and modern
European languages taking into account that the term ‘convergence’ itself is not an established term, in
either theoretical linguistics in general or Semitic and Arabic linguistics. (Edzard)



The noun <~ comprises the meanings ‘letter’, ‘character’, ‘edge’, ‘brim’, ‘list’, ‘margin’, ‘brink. As a
verb <s)s comprises as meanings ‘deviate’, ‘diverge’, ‘corrupt’, ‘distort’, ‘garble’, ‘misrepresent’,
‘tamper’, ‘slant’, ‘contort’, ‘wrest’, ‘twist’, and ‘torture’. As adverb is can mean ‘falsely’. (Lessan) In
contemporary Arabic several roots generate the concept ‘speech’: was jlsa Al Qs Id\_..; SrelS

dala, 5Lkl 4alSa . Also several roots exist, which generate the concept ‘tongue’: w0, 23, 431 ol
the verb ‘to tongue’ is expressed in s>l and &8, = s 52 . Several roots generate the concept ‘dialect”: 4
, %aac and 4a¢l. Also several roots generate the concept ‘talk’: s, dbad llad J & oIS &slas 3 palaa
Lblaa, 4aglie; the verb ‘to talk’ is expressed in Cwasi | WIS5 0 Cuaa Hia Ghla o s 8 JB | Ll Several
roots generate the action of ‘to speak’: ystad | Cuwasi Clalas o o | QIS5 lad o 5 1, (e, and ki, (Lessan) The
specific situation for the Arabic language, which is lacking e.g. in the Indo-European languages, is the
existence of roots of three radicals as the basements for any inflected form of grammar. The roots are a
phenomenon of the Semitic languages. As for the Arabic language, the roots can be considered the most
constitutive feature of the Arabic language in the historical range of the changes, which the language has
undergone. The firm the root system is related to the Arabic language as a skeleton, the more variations
occur in the realization of the language among different communities of speakers. It is obviously a part of
the research problem about language to study the development of the language Arabic using appropriate
terms for its development. The common Western understanding of the concept ‘language’ is that language
exists both at a complex level as system (Saussurean ‘langue’) and in a communicative modus
(Saussurean ‘parole’). As dichotomy this pair of terms in not sufficient for the description of the Arabic
language; Arabic is practiced as a diglossia on the Arabian Peninsula, Southern Central Asia, and Africa.
Variations of the Arabic language according to the community of speakers and the social status are very
common. The Arabic language since earliest times of its recordings employs two terms for the concept
‘language’, which is contrasted with the concept ‘speech’. The contemporary Arabic distinguishes
between dialects of local groups of speakers, more or less ‘national variations’ of the Arabic language,
‘standard Arabic, and ‘classical Arabic’ usually associated with the literature of the Quran.

Between the emergence of Islam in the 7% century and the author lbn Khaldun who serves as our source
for the study of the historical state of the Arabic language at that time and the 14" century, the time in
which Ibn Khaldun flourished, the Arabic language had undergone changes. lIbn Khaldun mentions that
the ‘Mudar language’ was written and spoken at the time of the prophet Mohammed. Also the ‘Himyarite
language’ was spoken at that time. But at the time Ibn Khaldun lived both languages did no longer exist.
Ibn Khaldun describes the differences between the contemporary Arabic and the older languages as a
lack of ending inflections of the contemporary Arabic and a partial change of the meanings in
contemporary usage of the words. This is a good statement for the understanding of the Arabic in the 14"
century and the variations, which existed at the time of the Islamisation. But also at the time of Ibn
Khaldun we must assume that variations of the Arabic language existed. Ibn Khaldun distinguishes in his
historical review (1) the difference of the genealogy of Arabs and the non-Arabs as well as mixtures
between Arabs and Non-Arabs as a factor for the different language performance. Also Ibn Khaldun
takes into account the (2) different proximities between the place of the practice of the ‘“Mudar language’,
which is Mecca, and the area of the Arabian Peninsula and the other areas, where Arabic was spoken.

Ibn Khaldun uses for the concepts ‘language’ both the terms ‘4" and ‘0Wd’, w hen he wants to describe
the ‘Mudar language’ and the ‘Himyarite language’. The usage of these terms is for us irritating, since
both suggest that the ‘Mudar language’ and the ‘Himyarite language’ were distinct languages. As far as
we can read in the detailed descriptions and comparisons between the contemporary Arabic and the so-
called ‘Mudar language’ and the ‘Himyarite language’, they only were distinguishing themselves in
terms of the vowel endings, the syntax, and a part of the words also regarding the new meanings of the
contemporary Arabic. So the contemporary term ‘language’ doesn’t seem to be appropriate for the
description of the ‘Mudar language’ and the ‘Himyarite language’. In order to understand his conception
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about the Arabic language, we will study his historical accounts of the Arabs and their language from the
perspective of his universal history in the Mugaddimah. His writings and the terms he used will be
compared with the conceptions of Arabic scholars before and after his studies.

The Research Questions and Methodology: Determination of Historical Terms

This article entails a linguistic study of the conceptualization of ‘language’ in the Arabic language. Its
concrete theme is a language variation, which existed in the Arabian Peninsula and has been recorded in
historical writings concerning the Arabic language. It is called ‘Mudar language’ in English translations.
In original Arabic documents the terms used for this ‘Mudar language’ automatically open up a question
of research of the linguistics of Arabic, but also for the concrete theoretical perspective unto language:
The Arabic language and also the historical documents, which narrate us about the ‘Mudar language’
employ two different terms for the concept ‘language’. The question whether the writers employed these
terms in a systematic way or not, we will explore in detail. Concerning the ‘Mudar language’ we aim at
raising several questions in order to differentiate and describe its nature. We are aiming at answering the
following questions:

(1) Which linguistic typology can be used to describe the

‘Mudar language’ and the‘Himyarite language’?
(2) In which area was the ‘Mudar language’ and ‘Himyarite language’ spoken?
(3) Who spoke the ‘Mudar language’ and the ‘Himyarite language’?

We approach our questions using the Mugaddimah of Ibn Khaldun as a source, in which we can study the
linguistic description of the ‘Mudar language’ and its use. Our source, the Mugaddimah of Ibn Khaldun,
entails the Arabic terms, which were used during the 14" century in order to describe a language variation
of the Arabic, which existed in the 7 century. Thus, the historical terms lbn Khaldun used for the
description of these language variations are for us a key to the understanding of the Arabic language by
Arab scholars. Working with original sources of the Arabic language allows us to understand the concept
of the Arabic language with its variations not from the contemporary linguistic perspective of the
historical linguistic studies or linguistic typology by the induction of these terms, but to study the
language with the usage of the segments called ‘Mudar language’ and ‘Himyarite language’ in historical
terms of the Arabic language of the 14" century. The Arabic language entails a differentiated
terminological index for the description of various language variations. As previously mentioned, two
terms for the concept ‘language’ existed. The Arabic language also entails terms for the description of
other variations of language. Besides the concept ‘language’ as ‘4»)> and ‘cd”, which are term used both
for the written and spoken mode of a natural language, also the concept ‘speech’ (‘»3S”) exists for the
oral usage of words. At the time of Ibn Khaldun the usage of ‘42’ and ‘", which today matched the
meaning ‘language’, corresponds more to our contemporary understanding of a dialect or former state of
language.

Diachronic and Synchronic Aspects of Language Contact:

The Concept of Historical ‘States of a Language’ and the Arabic Language

Western researchers started to distinguish between a structure of an ‘old state’, a ‘middle state’, and a
‘new state’ of a language especially in the Indo-European languages. This pattern was also used for the
three main stages of the Ancient Egyptian language. In the case we apply the same structure onto the
Arabic language starting with the occurrence of the first written documents in Arabic as the mark for the
beginning of the language, we would set this initial point at the time the first Arabic written documents
occur. But this is now a tricky action, since the Arabic language was existing in alternative writing

3



systems before the common usage of the writing system of the Arabic letters, which can be traced to the
oldest documents in the 6™ century. The southern writing systems of Arabic are older as well as the
proto-semitic writing system, from which the Arabic script after intermediate writing alternatives
developed. In a strict sense the triploid structure would begin in the 6" century as the century of the first
historical writings in the Arabic script as the Old Arabic, the writings of Ibn Khaldun would be part of
the Middle Arabic language. When Middle Arabic and New Arabic exactly start, would have been a topic
of discussions. Blau (1981: 187-203) used the term ‘Middle Arabic’. The triploid structure of the historical
development of a language is a tool to describe the historical diachronic development of a language. But
for the Arabic language, which always was used among various social groups who employed this
language, the synchronic aspect of the parallel existence of variations of the Arabic language in form of
dialects, registers, regionally used languages, standardized language and classical language of the Quran
and the adab as well as diglossia is much more descriptive for the situation of the Arabic language since
its earliest occurence until today. Synchronically existing variations of the Arabic language have a higher
impact on the variety of linguistic features of the Arabic language than historically developed changes
during a period from the first historical records in Arabic to its contemporary state. Variations in a
synchronic perspective and variations in a historical perspective for one language theoretically can affect
all traditional areas of linguistic features, lexemes, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, and morphology. In the
case of the Arabic language, the morphology refers to the root system of all Semitic languages, which in
the most stable element of the language both in the diachronic and synchronic perspective. On the
contrary, the lexemes, syntax, and semantics of Arabic change and have chaged mainly depending on
synchronic aspects of different variations, which existed at the same time.

2. The State of Research of the ‘Mudar Language’, the ‘Himyarite language’
and the Variations of the Arabic Language

2.1. The State of Research

Recent Conceptions of the Arabic Language in Research
Three contemporary theories for the description of the Arabic language exist:

(1) The ‘Koine to Dialect-Theory’
(2) The Theory of the ‘Substtatum Effect by other Languages’
(3) The ‘Pidginization/Creolization Theory’

Theories about the development of the Arabic diglossia distinguish between colloquial or spoken dialects
in contrast to the standard Arabic, the Fusha, or in ancient times the classical Arabic. The ‘Koine to
Dialect-Theory’ says that the majority of the modern dialects of Arabic are descended from a koine which
existed side by side with the Standard, Classical Arabic (Ferguson). The ‘Substratum Effect by Other
Languages’ argues that the difference between Modern Standard Arabic and colloquial Arabic leads to
language drift, natural Semitic language change tendencies, and substratum effects. The
‘Pidginization/Creolization Theory’ is the theory that assumes the Arabic language created Pidgin
languages and Creole languages (Versteegh). (Abulhab 2013: 7) The North Arabic script derived from the
Nabatean Aramaic script, which was extended in order to be able to implement all phonetic variations of
the Arabic language. (Abulhab 2013: 7) The idea of the distinction Northern and Southern Arabic
varieties, which is commonly used in contemporary descriptions of the history of the Arabic language, is
actually determinated by the understanding of original Arabic sources about the history of the Arabic
language. In the work of Ibn Khaldun we find one of the supporting ancient authors about the history of
the Arabic language supporting the distinction of North and South Arabian language. As for
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contemporary research about Arabic dialects, the distinction between Northern and Southern Arabian
dialects is still valid. Cenje wrote that the northern region is regarded as the home of the ‘Mudar
language’, the forerunner According to Chejne (1969: 34), the division between northern and southern
regions became more pronounced after the rise and expansion of Islam, "when the Mudar language was
accorded supreme attributes and superior qualities of Arabic and the southern region is considered the
locus of the ‘Himyarite language’. The ‘Mudar language’ is traced back by some researchers to the
ancient Egyptian language; thus the ‘Mudar language’ would be a Hamitic language. For example
Gadalla stated that “the Ancient Egyptian-controlled Moabi region is regarded as the home of the Mudar
language, the forerunner of Arabic. The name Mudar is an abbreviated form of the Ancient Egyptian
term, Medu-Neter, meaning the words/language of angels/gods. It is no accident that Moslems say that
Arabic is the ‘language of angels’, in imitation of the Ancient Egyptian ‘medu neter’. The people of this
Ancient Egyptian colony (Moabi) spoke and wrote the Egyptian language. Scripts found in the Moabi
region look exactly like the Ancient Egyptian demotic style of writing”. (Gadalla) Even though this
etymology of Gadalla from ancient Egyptian medu-neter (‘good speech’) to the ‘language of angels’ is
more than doubtful, the Egyptian language called Mudar is actually considered by Ibn Kaldun as a
language (L=< 421l or g _wadll Gldll) in its own. Another source of the ‘Mudar language’ Versteegh and
Versteegh (1997: 131) present who discussed the Arabic dialects and the contribution of Ibn Khaldun in
his Mugaddimah to it. Versteegh and Versteegh here identify the ‘Mudar language’ as a variety besides
the language of the Bedouins and the settled and urbanized people and as the ancestor of the Quraysh
through whom they traced their descendence from Adnan, the ancestor of all northern Arabs, which they
also call Gahiliyya.

Abulhab wrote in Inscriptional Evidence of Pre-Islamic Classical Arabic that “misnaming and denying
the substantial Arab roots of the Aramaens, Akkadians, Canaanians, and other population groups in the
Fertile Crescent, and classifying them as independent and parallel ones, contradicts the geographic and
historical facts of the Arabian Pensinsula.” (2013: 15) Versteegh (2003: 131) in The Study of the Arabic
Dialects wrote that “the systematic study of dialect geography is a typical invention of Western European
nineteenth-century linguistics. But it would be wrong to suppose that the Arabs themselves were not
aware of the variation in speech in the Arabophone world. We have seen above that the grammarians
accepted the variation in the pre-Islamic dialects and even collected the variants, because in their view
these belonged to the corpus of pure Arabic speech.” Versteegh (2003: 132) in The Study of the Arabic
Dialects wrote that a an early date, al-Cahiz in the 9" century informs us that ‘the people in the cities talk
according to the language of the Bedouin immigrants that had settled there, which is why you find lexical
differences between the people of Kufa and Basra and Syria and Egypt. In Kufa, he adds, the immigration
of Persians to the city brought in a number of Persian words.” Al-Cahiz uses here the term 4a for
‘language’. Versteegh (2003: 133) stated that the most extensive description of the ways of talking in the
Islamic empire and the differences between the various regions was given by al-Mugaddasi for the tome
of the 9" century.” According to Versteegh (2003: 133), the usual contemporary classification of the
Arabic dialects distinguishes the following groups:

1. Dialects of the Arabian Peninsula
2. Mesopotamian dialects

3. Syro-Lebanese dialects

4. Egyptian dialects

5. Maghreb dialects

2.2. The Concept of Arabs as a Nation of Tribes and their Language:
Research State of the Development of the Arabic Language from a Socio-Linguistic Perspective
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The Abbaside Chalif al-Ma'mum mentioned that the Arabs consists of five groups in the first half of the
8" century Qays, Quda'a, Yamam, Rabi's, and Mudar. Retso’s history of the Arabs traces the mention of
people called Arabs in all relevant ancient sources and suggests a new interpretation of their history.
(Retso 2002: 28) As Owens (2003: 34) in A Linguistic History of Arabic wrote, the Old/New dichotomy
is suggested to derive from a ‘logical matrix’ assuming that languages must have a beginning (old),
middle, and end (new). Old Arabic as roughly Classical Arabic of the 9" and 10" centuries developed into
the contemporary Neo-Arabic dialects with a simplification of grammar and a spread of analytic as
opposed to synthetic structures. It is assumed that contemporary spoken Arabic has moved relatively little
from a reconstructed ‘proto-Arabic’. Long (2013) wrote in Pre-Islamic Arabic and the Language of the
Qur'an that the Semitic family of languages is composed of five main branches: Arabic, Abyssinian,
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Assyrian. For theological purposes Jews, and then later Christians, adopted the
view that all Semitic languages (and in particular Aramaic and Arabic) were derived from Hebrew.
Ferrando (2007: 261-68) wrote that Arabia was the centre of distribution for the Semitic languages, and
quite possibly their area of specialization. Arabia however was not left untouched by foreign influence,
though most of it only affected the language of its eastern and southern borders. Due to the effect that
these influences had, Arabic has been further divided into northern and southern branches. The two
dialects that compose ‘classical Arabic’ are that of the Hijaz, the western region of the peninsula bordered
by the Red Sea, and Nejd, the more inland desert area. The Hijazi dialect was used in commercial
intercourse while Nejd, the dialect of the Bedouin, remained more isolated and pure. Some modern
linguists assert that there was even a third supra-dialect was the common language of poetry and shared
amongst all tribes. One of the arguments used for this theory is that even though there were different
varieties of Arabic present in the peninsula, the main corpus of poetry we have recorded from the 5% to 7t
century are linguistically homogenous, conforming to morphological and syntactic patterns without any
apparent deviations. Salleh (2011: 1) wrote in Arabic as a Language between Qur’anic and Historical
Designation that “the first challenge arose in the Middle Age, when theologians and philosophers were
beginning to respond to and adopt the cultural heritage of ancient Greece mainly at that time by scholastic
theology.” Salleh (2011: 2) stated that “Arabic translations of works of Greece philosophy and science,
branched off and developed into a vigorous and brilliant movement of scientific and philosophical
thought which produced works of great value and originality from the 3rd/9th to the 6th/12th centuries.
Poetry in Arab tribes, is no more an index of cultural development in the sense used by ethnologist, than
the plastic arts. Naturally, this low level in the scale of civilizations implies no congenital, inherited
inferiority. It comes from the social conditions in the Arab Peninsula. Poetry themes circled around
praise, chiding, grief, love, landscape, and camels.” Salleh (2011:3) stated that “although great progress
may be noted since that time, the central problems nevertheless still remain unsolved. The gulf between
High Arabic and regional dialects (Coloquial) persists. The dialects rather virtually separate language in
both vocabulary and grammatical structure, despite their non-written form and their restriction to
everyday use. Language development in the Arab culture is a matter of innovation in society as a whole,
inasmuch as the problem is not simply of a sterile scientific nature but of a socio-political one. Language
renewal denotes a confrontation with influential Muslim institutions and the Salafi ideology that holds
sway within them, and above all an acceleration of secularization within the education sector.” (Salleh)
The juxtaposition of ‘Classical’ Arabic and dialects is an antithetical assumption. Classical Arabic refers
to the ‘original’ Arabs and the modern-day dialects are derived from this language as lower forms of the
pure Fusha. The root-pattern system for the morphology remains substantially the same in all dialects.
Cordoba (2007: 141) wrote that “dealing with the pre-Islamic period of Arabic is nearly the same as
making guesses at what the prehistory of a language could have been like, on the mere basis of a few
statements issued by neighboring people who did not speak it and of a host of scattered epigraphic
materials which, however, may or not reflect the speakers’ true speech and, at any rate, yield very little
trustworthy information because of the well-known shorthand features of most Semitic scripts,
compounded in this case by their being encoded in makeshift adopted Aramaic or South Arabian
unvocalized alphabets.” Randall wrote that “the comparative method begins with vocabulary, usually
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basic vocabulary, and the recognition of cognates across the languages compared. Identifying genetic
relationships is of course fundamental to the comparative task and underlies such basic projects as
linguistic classification. Exploring the history of individual languages, especially the changes that occur
across related languages, often involves the abstractive and retrospective method of reconstruction”.
(Randall)

2.2. Propedeutics of Research: Investigation of Arabic Sources the Arab Tribes and their Language
Classical Arabic was utilized in major population centers of the greater Arabian Peninsula, many
centuries before Islam. The Arabian Peninsula was the source of many Semitic migrations. North African
Hamitic languages entail cognates of the Semitic languages. Perishing Arabs (3xW « =) are the ancient
less-known Arabs of the tribes ‘Aad’ (s\=), Thamud (25<3), Tasm (L), Jadees (o=22), and Imlaq (3dwe)
and other tribes. Qahtani Arabs (Uss3 < =) or Southern Arabs are also called ‘pure Arabs’ who trace
their origin to Ibn Qahtan. Adnani Arabs (b < =) are Northern Arabs or ‘Arabized Arabs’, which are
said to have originated from Adnan (ubae) who was from the progeny of Abraham’s son Ishmael. They
are assumed to have spoken Old North Arabic, which became the predecessor of classical Arabic. Most
Qahtani immigrant tribes adopted Northern Arabic. Qahtani tribes were the Ghassanids (disluall), the
Lakhmids (cs=al), the Kindites (osx<V), and the Himyarites (osowsl). At the time of Islamisation
Arabs inhabited Arabia, the Levant, and Iraq speaking Northern Arabic and writing in Nabataean script.
Qahtani tribes are Quda (ie=b=d), al-Azd (2)¥'), Rassan (c¢), Lakhm (s3), Kinda (3x5), al-'Aws (o)
and al-Khazraj (z_&V), Tay (i=k ), and Hamdan (o)), Adnani tribes are Quraysh (Ui 8) from Mudar
(==). The Tameem (~3) were a large tribe of the Quraysh. Qays Aylan (ke (i8) was a confederation
of tribes from Hijaz. lyaad (21') was one of the earliest Arab tribes to move and settle in pre-Islamic Irag.
The Rabi'a Tribe (4=2_) was a Christian branch of the Adnani Tribes. (Arabic Online) Abd al-Aziz wrote
that primordial Arabs were the tribes Ad Tribe, Thamud Tribe, Al-Amaliga Tribe, Jurhum al-Ula Tribe,
Tasm Tribe, and Jadis Tribe. The descendents of the Qahtan were called pure Arabs, while the
descendents of the Adnan were called assimilated Arabs. Saba' was considered the descendent of Qahtan
and the father of Himyar and Kahlan, the two main branches of the Yamaniya. The northern Arabs trace
their descent back to Ma'add ibn 'Adnan or to his grandson Nizar. Mudar and Rabi'a, the two sons of
Nizar, became the starting points for the two main branches of the northern Arabs, while the descendants
of lyad dies out during the Islamic period. The Qays 'Aslan Tribe was considered one of the two main
branches of Mudar, and included such Mudarite tribes as the Hawazin Tribe, Sulaym Tribe, Thaqif Tribe,
and Amir ibn Sasa'a Tribe. As for the branche of Mudar Tribes, it included the Tamim Tribe, the Hudhay!l
Tribe, and the Kinana Tribe and from the Kinana Tribe the Quraysh Tribe. (Abd al-Aziz 1987: 11) From
the Rabi'a Tribe were traced the tribes of 'Abd al-Qays, the Bakr ibn Wa'il grouping, and Taghlib. (Abd
al-Aziz 1987: 12)

2.3. The ‘Mudar Language’:

The Relation between the ‘Mudar Language’ and the Mudar Tribe and the Usage

of the Term in Ancient Sources
The theories about the ‘Mudar language’ as a linguistic variety of the Arabic language localized in the
Northern Arabic speaking area are at once rejectable, when one reads the descriptions of the Mudar tribe
in the Mugaddimah. Here these tribes are expressis verbis tribes living in unfertile areas far away from
Syria and Irag. The word mudar (‘_~=<") appears in hadith in Bukhari translation always in the context of
a tribe of the Mudar. According to hadith the prophet himself belonged to the tribe of Mudar was from the
offspring of An-Nadr bin Kinana. (Book 56, Hadith 697) lbn Khaldun, as we will see below, mentions the
Quraysh as a Mudar tribe, in his Mugaddimah. According to Ibn Khaldun, the Quraysh Tribe was a
branch of the Banu Kinanah Tribe, which descended from the Mudhar. Also the statement of the origin of
the prophet Mohammed in the hadith refers to this origin Mudar (‘_=<’). Following hadith traditions, the
tribes of Rabi'a and Mudar were obviously not favored by the prophet, since they didn’t obey. In one
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hadith the tribe of the Mudar is even called pagan. The tribes of the Rabi'a Tribe and Mudar Tribe must
have lived in neighboring areas; delegates of the tribe of Rabi‘a come to the prophet complaining about
the tribe of Mudar, which is in the territory between them and Mecca. Both tribes are described by the
prophet as rural Bedouins caring only about their camels and cows. So it was narrated by Abi Mas'ud that
the prophet said: “From this side from the east, afflictions will appear. Rudeness and lack of mercy are
characteristics of the rural bedouins who are busy with their camels and cows (and pay no attention to
religion). Such are the tribes of Rabi'a and Mudar.” (Book 56, Hadith 702) Narrated by Ibn Abbas was the
event, when the delegates of 'Abd-ul-Qais came to the prophet and said: “O Allah's Apostle! We are from
the tribe of Rabi'a and the infidels of Mudar tribe stand between us and you, so that we cannot come to
you except in the Sacred Months. Therefore we would like you to give us some instructions which we
may follow and convey to our people staying behind us.” The Prophet said: “I order you to observe four
things and forbid you (to do) four things: (I order you) to believe in Allah testifying that None has the
right to be worshipped except Allah; to offer the prayer perfectly; to pay the Zakat; and to give one-fifth
of the war booty to Allah. And | forbid you to use Ad-Dubba, Al-Hantam, An-Nagir and Al-Muzaffat.”
(These are names of utensils in which alcoholic drinks were served.).” (Book 56, Hadith 713) It was
narrated by Abu Jamra that the prophet said to Ibn 'Abbas: “I have an earthenware pot containing Nabidh
(i.e. water and dates or grapes) for me, and | drink of it while it is sweet. If | drink much of it and stay
with the people for a long time, | get afraid that they may discover it (for | will appear as if | were drunk).
Ibn 'Abbas said: “A delegation of Abdul Qais came to Allah's Apostle and he said, "Welcome, O people!
Neither will you have disgrace nor will you regret.” They said: “O Allah's Apostle! There are the Mudar
pagans between you and us, so we cannot come to you except in the sacred Months. So please teach us
some orders on acting upon which we will enter Paradise. Besides, we will preach that to our people who
are behind us.” (Book 59, Hadith 654) Narrated by Abu Bakra is the following saying of the prophet:
“Time has taken its original shape which it had when Allah created the Heavens and the Earth. The year is
of twelve months, four of which are sacred, and out of these (four) three are in succession, i.e. Dhul-
Qa'da, Dhul-Hijja and Al-Muharram, and the fourth is Rajab which is named after the Mudar tribe,
between (the month of) Jumaida (ath-thania) and Sha'ban.” (Book 59, Hadith 688) It was narrated by Abu
Huraira that the tribe of the Mudar shall be punished by famine according to the prayer of the prophet:
“Whenever Allah's Apostle intended to invoke evil upon somebody or invoke good upon somebody, he
used to invoke (Allah after bowing (in the prayer). Sometimes after saying, “Allah hears him who sends
his praises to Him, all praise is for You, O our Lord,” he would say, “O Allah. Save Al-Walid bin Al-
Walid and Salama bin Hisham, and 'Aiyash bin Abu Rabi'a. O Allah! Inflict Your Severe Torture on
mudar (tribe) and strike them with (famine) years like the years of Joseph.”” (Book 60, Hadith 83) Yemen
is praised in another hadith as the land, which follows Islam un contrast to the two tribes of the Rabi'a and
Mudar, which only care about their camels and not about religion: “ It was narrated by 'Ugba bin 'Umar
and Abu Mas'ud: “Allah's Apostle pointed with his hand towards Yemen and said, "True Belief is
Yemenite yonder (i.e. the Yemenite, had True Belief and embraced Islam readily), but sternness and
mercilessness are the qualities of those who are busy with their camels and pay no attention to the religion
where the two sides of the head of Satan will appear. Such qualities belong to the tribe of Rabi'a and
Mudar.” (Book 54, Hadith 521) (Search Truth) Canard and Cahen (1991: 347-348) described the Diyar
Mudar as the homeland of the Mudar Tribe. Also Khanam (2005: 713) described the northern area of
Mesopotamia as the homeland of the Diyar Rabi'a and Mudar. Weipert (2013) stated that Aws b. Hajar
Abu Shurayh al-Tamimi Aws b. Hajar was a pre-Islamic Arab poet. Despite the fact that Aws was called
the ==+ J=~8 and regarded as the best poet of the tribe Banu Tamim before the rise of al-Nabigha and
Zuhayr, almost no concrete facts about his life have come down to us. He was approximately born
between about 520 and 535 C.E. and died before the Hijra.

Ibn Khaldun adresses features of the ‘Mudar language’, which also for later research positions are quite

important. Ibn Khaldun has also describes the use and the community of speakers of this language; so the

Mugaddimah is a source for the understanding of this ‘Mudar language’ as an element of the tribal
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socialization on the Arabian Peninsula. As the Arabic language for a long time was unrecorded in the
Arabic alphabet and prior to this only was present in other alphabets, it was mostly orally transmitted
within communities of speakers at tribal level, which were separated from each other. At the time the first
recorded text in the Arabic alphabet was written, in 512, the South Arabian tribes have had already
migrates to the North. These tribes are likely to be associated with the Arabs that spoke the ‘Himyarite
language’ in contrast to the ‘Mudar language’. Ibn Khaldun mentions that the ‘Mudar language’ was the
language, in which the Quran was written. Thus, the term ‘Mudar language’ comprises the written
version of Arabic at the time the Quran was written. The ancient Yemeni alphabet was called in Old
South Arabian msnd and in modern Arabic i <1, It derived from the Proto-Sinaitic alphabet in about
the 9th century BC. Owens (2013) stated on Proto-Arabic that “it is curious that one of the most
fundamental concepts of historical linguistics, a discipline that came of age in the 19th century, the proto-
language as a product of comparative reconstruction has never been systematically integrated into a
historical linguistic interpretation of Arabic”. (Owens) Brédu (2013) stated that . <) is the “collective
name for certain Arab tribes, in the traditional usage for those of North Arabian origin (Mudar and
Rabi’a) in contrast to the Yemen tribes. This contrast said to be inherent in the name . «ll seems
already to be found frequently in the early poets, always presuming the genuineness of the passages in
guestion.

2.4. The ‘Himyarite Language’:

The Research about Linguistic Documents associated to the Tribe of Himyar and

the Problem of a Conceptualization of the Distinction of the North-South Arabian in Research
While Ibn Khaldun speaks about ‘_wa 42, without doubt literally translatable as ‘Himyar language’, the
present research situation has an ambivalent description of the linguistic communicative forms associated
to the Himyar Tribe. First of all, the historical documentation of documents, which can be attributed to
the Himyar, is recorded not very week due to the lack of documents. Contemporary research
distinguished between four dialects, which are associated to ‘Old Southern Arabian’, a term, which was
used to replace Himyar. With the usage of the term ‘Old Southern Arabian’ the polar opposition of the
Northern and Southern Arabic variations became the dominant structure of Arabic linguistics. But even
though such a structure is a typical feature of implemented logical reasoning into historical structures, the
conceptualization is problematic, if not completely wrong. Also Ibn Khadlun and other scholars state that
this language was not intelligible to the contemporary speakers of Arabic.

Al-Hamadani was in the 10" century a South Arabian, who in his writings collected information about
the Himyar Language, whereas it is not clear determinable whether the Arabic scholars distinguished
between the dialects associated to the adjective ‘Himyaritic’ in the modern linguistic research. Himyar is
the name of an ancient stock in South Arabia. The form Homeritae (‘Ounpitar) in the classical authors
suggests a diminutive formation; the Arabic form now usual is only found in Theodoros Anagnostes in
the 6" century AD in the form Tuupnvoi or "IppepeX. Nonnosos, who went to Aksum and South Arabia
as the envoy of Justinian, and following him, Malalas use the form ‘Apepiton, which goes back to the
Ethiopian Hemér. (Mordtmann) ‘Ancient Southern Arabian’ was earlier known as ‘Himyaritic’ after the
tribe of the Himyar (Homeritae) belongs with Ethiopian to the southern branch of the Semitic languages.
There is evidence of four main dialects from the 9" century BC to the 6" century AD of Hadramautian,
Minaean, Qataban and Sabaean. These dialects were named after the centres of power. The dialects are
divided into two groups relative to their causative prefix and the pronoun (3rd person sing. masc.): an h-
(only Sabaean) and an s- group. (Muller-Kessler) The adjective ‘Himyaritic’ existed before Islam and
after Islam and Himyaritic saying in ancient manuscripts have survived. The adjective ‘Himyarite’ was
coined by traditional Arab and Islamic scholars and grammarians who preserved and transmitted a
limited number of words and a small corpus of short texts that they had heard of proverbs, sayings, and
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conversations from daily life or read on epitaphs, in order to emphasize the strangeness of this language
to an Arab ear. The term ‘Himyarite’ can also be applied to two inscriptions of pre-Islamic Yemen.
(Himyaritic) Zammit stated that “the adoption by the Arabs of features of South Arabian cultural models
inevitably resulted in borrowing the terminology related to these models. Ancient or Epigraphic South
Arabian, attested as early as the beginning of the 1st millennium B.C.E., comprised the following closely
related Semitic languages: Sabean, Minean, Qatabanian, and Hadramitic (Kogan a.o0. 1997:220-221).
Given that South Arabian and Arabic are genetically related, sharing many inherited linguistic features, it
is an arduous task to extricate loanwords.” (Zammit) Belova describes extra-linguistic situation,
phonetics and phonology, morphology, pronominal system, verbal system, nominal system, and
vocabulary/lexicon of the South Semitic languages. In the relationship between Arabic and the South
Semitic languages, Arabic is represented by its two forms of the literary written form, ‘Classical Arabic’,
and its somewhat modified modern variant, ‘Modern Standard Arabic’ and the spoken form, called
‘Neo-Arabic’. (Belova)

2.5. The Arabic ‘Dialect Continuum’ and the ‘Mudar language’ and the Himyarite Language’
The socio-linguistic studies use the term ‘dialect continuum® for the variations of a language in the spoken
format, while the written format is standardized as language with a grammar. Usually the Arabic language
is taken as an example for a diglossia of the standard written language and local dialect variations. As we
see from our sources, the concept ‘language’ as 4 and ¢d is used for both the ‘Mudar language’ and
the ‘Himyarite language’ existing besides the ‘Arabic language’. It is not uncommon that speakers of a
social community call their speech a language, even though from the distant perspective is a dialect or a
language shared among many communities on speakers. As we can learn from the writings of lbn
Khaldun, the ‘Mudar language’ was more than a dialect and existed in spoken and written form with a
high level of linguistic markers. We have even the evidence of the Quran and other sources, which
prsenve the linguistic features. On the contrary, the situation concerning the ‘Himyarite language’ is
different; only a few indirect quotations of scholars in the 10" century have survived. At that time the
Himyar kingdom didn’t exist any longer. Some of the Old Southern Arabic writings were associated to
the ‘Himyarite language’. It is assumed that some spurious remnants of the ‘Himyarite language’ have
survived as substrate in the contemporary local Arabic dialect on Yemen.

3. Linguistic Typology according to Arabic Sources:
The ‘Mudar Language’ and the ‘Himyarite language’ — Language or Dialect?

3.1. The ‘Mudar Language’ in Documents Prior to Ibn Khaldun

In contemporary Arabic the root »-u=-_ is active in the adjective <<, which means ‘harmful’ and the
noun =« ‘disadvantage’. The word L=~ might be a derivation of the word <~ and the root z-»-_ with
the meaning ‘red’. (Lessan) The existence of the ‘Mudar language’ must be seen in the context of the
existing tribal situation. The ‘tribal landscape’ of the Arabian Peninsula changed. At-Tamim and al-
Mudar were tribes. In the Quran the term mudar does not occur. For the time of the rising of Islam we
have a commentary (Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Verse 19:28), which mentioned a tribe called Mudar ( L (exill J& LS

e AT g eaall g e ),

Ibn Kathir reported: Talha and As-Suddi said, “It was G G55 281 158 iolles 51040 Gt (& 6 4 35 530 6
said to her: O sister of Aaron (19:28); meaning the 4/ Jsi) Ao Ciand LB 1S5 1S due B sds Gaslh S3/
brother of Moses, because she was from among his Aelil Gsdos /518 A6l s &I Ge 4l alu; <l 4 A
descendants.” Ibn Kathir added, “This is like saying to L8 GusllZall;
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somebody from the Tamimi tribe: O brother of at- 2135 2 /siSS ¥y auly s I3 QS plive eina
Tamim; or to somebody from the al-Mudari tribe: O wse 3/ (5 G534 Cal lef S gaully dall o oo Ao J6
brother of Mudar.” e B/ U 5 penally asai 31 L esaill i) LaS falini o CiilS
(Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Verse 19:28) 19:28 xS o/ _ysadil

(Tafsir Ibn Kathir)

Abu Abd ar-Rahman al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi in the dictionary Al Ain (o)) 318) used the
expression ¢ _r»as i 4xl 3 338 for the applications of the root 2é;

Aise b5 e i Aal L3 38068 Caidy g (ladl 5 &y 5l o e Jumy 13300 10

The dictionary Lissan Arab mentions only the use of the root for ‘sour milk’: ¢z G @l ,e¥! G, lbn
Jarir al-Tabari (838-923) mentions in The History of the Prophets and Kings (Tarikh ar-Rasul wa al-
Maluk, sy Ju )l 5,15 75) Arabs who speak the ‘Mudar language’ (‘g=<ll olalll’) and gives an
account of the genealogy of the people who speak the ‘Mudar language’ (‘=< oldli”), Al-Tabari listed
the peoples who spoke in this language with the name & _tall o all;

O due s cpmse (piles pase r A )l G pase A el G disss ol G e s ol G pase st O pls 0 p ) A5 1B
o) 03gd U5 o yal) il ¢ (g pumall lualll gy (a1 Lje Lo 150S 5 e 0 puta g« JilE (o asal o) (o Ae g5 .0ase
| 55 O e 038 Gl | a5 Ladl g3 ey il o pall ot ol (o dielans) (Al (sl s s el | sla (531 pgilad 0Y oy jlall o al)
2548 S5 ealS el ga guimn M Jell 02 Ao S o jall b auday g anila g arel g Galleall g 25y dlad s el
13 3 Aalaglh sl 56yl (M Led s L g Aalaally e | 58188 caniday upas iiad g el ga Lo g sl (505 () Ll Slaad) 3y jaally
Lo 1588 (lee auds Sy

According to al-Tabari, tribes existed who spoke the language (o) called Mudar, for which also the
expression ‘4l = existed. Associated to the tribe of Ismail (Je=lew! S4) is the variation called < =
4,234, The list of the Arab tribes is organized in the direction from North to South mentioning Oman as
the last (Clee auls i),

3.2.  The Use of the Term Mudar in the Mugaddimah of 1bn Khaldun:
Text-Critical Notices of the Text and the Translation of the Mugaddimah

The translator Rosenthal of the Mugaddimah translated both ¢_as 41" (4.46) and ‘=<l Gl (6.48) as
the language Mudar. The roots ‘=<’ and ‘_»=’ are different concerning their root letters; the root ‘ =<’
means ‘to build up’, ‘to settle’, and ‘to civilize’ with derivations like ‘ =<’ for a big city and Egypt and
the nisba used for ‘Egyptian’, while the root ‘_»xa<’ means ‘to become sour’ (used for milk) and with the
noun © 4 it is used for the ‘the language of Mudar’, which is in Wehr’s dictionary equal to the Arabic
language. This identification of the ‘language of Mudar’ with the Arabic language will be
problematicized in this article. Ibn Khaldun is an Arabic source, which clearly distinguishes the language
Mudar from the Arabic language. Ibn Kaldun wrote in 6.46 the term ‘Arab language’ (‘=) Jballi” ) and
‘language of Egypt’ (‘=< Oa”) | but uses the term ‘42’ | when it comes to the description of the change
of one language into another language (‘s 4) It is interesting that Ibn Khaldun differentiates between
the ‘Himyarite language’, which was spoken in contemporary Yemen, the ‘Mudar language’, and the
Arabic language. According to Ibn Khaldun, the ‘Mudar language’ existed until the time of the prophet
Mohammed. So for Ibn Khaldun the original language was the one, in which the words represented the
ideas; the ‘Mudar language’ is for Ibn Khaldun a state of the Arabic language, when the spoken language
was not corrupted as he indicates for the contemporary Arabic of his time, the 13" century. The Arabic
language was seen in contrast to the neighboring languages, which had a negative impact regarding the
pureness of the Arabic language. Ibn Khaldun wrote in section 6.45 that the dialect of the areas of Mekka
was the purest one:
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“The dialect of the Quraysh was the most correct and purest Arabic dialect, because the Quraysh were on all
sides far removed from the lands of the non-Arabs. Next came (the tribes) around the Quraysh, the Thaqif,
the Hudhayl, the Khuza'ah, the Banu Kinanah, the Ghatafan, the Banu Asad, and the Banu Tamim. The
Rabi'ah, the Lakhm, the Judham, the Ghassan, the lyad, the Quda‘ah, and the Arabs of the Yemen lived
farther away from the Quraysh, and were (variously) neighbors of the Persians, the Byzantines, and the
Abyssinians. Because they had contact with non-Arabs, their linguistic habit was not perfect. The Arabic
dialects were used by Arab philologists as arguments for (linguistic) soundness or corruption according to
the (degree of) remoteness of (the tribes speaking them) from the Quraysh”.

Ibn Khaldun used the word ‘Mudar tribes’ (‘_a<’) in his second chapter (2.9) of the Mugaddimah.
According to Ibn Khaldun, among these tribes are the Quraysh, the Kinanah, the Thaqif, the Banu Asad,
the Hudhayl, and their Khuza'ah neighbors (s s aul o 5 a5y G 8 (e ). These tribes were in
the Southern part of the Arabian Peninsula. Ibn Khaldun also mentions that these tribes lived a hard life in
places without agriculture or animal husbandry far away from the fertile fields of Syria and the Irag. So
according to Ibn Khaldun the Mudar tribes were living in a deserted and unfertile area in the South of the

Arabian Peninsula;

9. Purity of lineage is found only among the savage

Arabs of the desert and other such people.

This is on account of the poor life, hard conditions, and bad habitats
that are peculiar to the Arabs. They are the result of necessity that
destined (these conditions) for (the Arabs), in as much as their
subsistence depends on camels and camel breeding and pasturage.
The camels are the cause of (the Arabs') savage life in the desert, since
they feed on the shrubs of the desert and give birth (to their young
ones) in the desert sands, as has been mentioned before. The desert is
a place of hardship and starvation, but to them it has become familiar
and accustomed. Generations of (Arabs) grew up in the desert.
Eventually, they become confirmed in their character and natural
qualities. No member of any other nation was disposed to share their
conditions. No member of any other race felt attracted to them. But if
one of them were to find ways and means of fleeing from these
conditions, he would not (do so or) give them up. Therefore, their
pedigrees can be trusted not to have been mixed up and corrupted.
They have been preserved pure in unbroken lines.

x5 L) ol (g ey peall G 8 ) Juadl
palinae (e 5 Gl e i) (8 (ada il
It Calad 5 hual) 05 e dy | peaid) Ll &lld
ped e (A5 5l Ll agilea (ylal gall 6 5
SV e 2l e agdlae QS W a5 dandl) ol
Al s gl () ar e i YD 5 Lhile ) 5 Ll
DRl 5 285 LS Al ) (A Ll 5 0 i (e Lo ]
anl gl g 502 Al 5 a8 i i aglliad 4
whi*wh}{}?@bgwwoig‘\ﬂeﬁ
O AN () ol agie 2ad g 2a g o8 s JlaY)
O <lld JaY agile (o5 48 55 L Gl 4l g alla
Al gine agin JI Y 5 laolud 5 agilul LDl

Ibn Khaldun lists as the Mudar Tribes (‘=<") the tribes Quraysh, Kinanah, Thaqgif, Banu Asad, Hudhayl,

and Khuza'ah:

This is the case, for instance, with Mudar tribes such as the Quraysh,
the Kinanah, the Thagqif, the Banu Asad, the Hudhayl, and their
Khuza'ah neighbors. They lived a hard life in places where there was
no agriculture or animal husbandry. They lived far from the fertile
fields of Syria and the 'lraq, far from the sources of seasonings and
grains. How pure have they kept their lineages! These are unmixed in
every way, and are known to be unsullied.

s R LSy (i 8 e pae el el
Il S Wl del 3 e pt psla (s 5 Joon 5 2
Galsam s oY 5 50 e Ohlse 5 alad
S gl 5 w33 obaa 5 (3lyall 5 ALEN il )
Y s Bl Lday ol Al siae day ya gl cuilS
A

In the second part of this section Ibn Khaldun narrates about the tribes, which lived on fertile areas: the
Himyar, the Kahlan, the Lakhm, the Judham, the Ghassan, the Tayy, the Quda'ah, and the lyad. They
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mixed among themselves and also with non-Arabs. Ibn Khaldun narrates that the settled sedentary Arabs
mixed with Persians and other non-Arabs, while the Bedouins were keeping their lineage:

radl) alaa 5 Il ) S Al el Wl
selia el Jie NS 5 smes o i) 5 (oo all
5 anall U8 (o o3 ateln Ll 5 i yes Le ol i
b ol e Al (5 i Y b s agilallie
A8 pall 108 L) 5 agasnd 5 agdon

Other Arabs lived in the hills and at the sources of fertile pastures and
plentiful living. Among these Arabs were the Himyar and the Kahlan,
such as the Lakhm, the Judham, the Ghassan, the Tayy, the Quda'ah,
and the lyad. Their lineages were mixed up, and their groups
intermingled. It is known that people (genealogists) differ with respect
to each one of these families. This came about as the result of inter-
mixture with non-Arabs. They did not pay any attention to preserving
the (purity of) lineage of their families and groups. This was done only
by (true) Arabs.

Ibn Khaldun describes the opposition between the Beduins as the Arabs, which kept their lineage, and the
tribes, which migrates northwards and intermingled there and sedatory Arabs who intermingled with other
ethnic groups. Ibn Khaldun quotes Omar who said that the Nabatean tribes referred to genealogy as the
knowledge of the place one came from. According to Ibn Khaldun, the northern fertile area was attracting
many tribes, which intermingled this way here. The description of the tribe by the place the tribe lived
became after Islamization a common habit. The Arabs who settled down also intermingled with the other

ethnic groups, which were non-Arabs.

'Umar said: "Study genealogy, and be not like the Nabataeans of the
Mesopotamian lowlands. When one of them is asked about his origin, he
says: 'From such and such a village." Furthermore, the Arabs of the
fertile fields were affected by the general human trend toward
competition for the fat soil and the good pastures. This resulted in
intermingling and much mixture of lineages. Even at the beginning of
Islam, people occasionally referred to themselves by their places of
residence. They referred to the Districts of Qinnasrin, of Damascus, or
of the 'Awisim (the border region of northern Syria). This custom was
then transferred to Spain. It happened not because the Arabs rejected
genealogical considerations, but because they acquired particular
places of residence after the conquest. They eventually became known
by their places of residence. These became a distinguishing mark, in
addition to the pedigree, used by (the Arabs) to identify themselves in
the presence of their amirs. Later on, sedentary (Arabs) mixed with
Persians and other non-Arabs. Purity of lineage was completely lost,
and its fruit, the group feeling, was lost and rejected. The tribes, then,
disappeared and were wiped out, and with them, the group feeling was
wiped out. But the (earlier situation) remained unchanged among the
Bedouins.

God inherits the earth and whomever is upon it.

Isalad ) aie Mad il oy yeo JE Y 5 sl
JB alal e apaal Jaw 13) () sud) JasiS 15355
Lol 13 1 3 8 e dal el Y5 el
5 cuhll A e i) el Y1 e il Y)Y
ol Gl il 5 LAY i dyadl)
&) B WOyl s G ads S A 5 Gl sl
JEl 5 aeal gall N (Bdied dia (e 2 Jlad
Sl s ¥ Al il al el )5l
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5l el e 530 Adle el < ba
G BV By )yl e L ey
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In the 6" chapter lbn Khadun mentions that the ‘Mudar language’® was spoken still at the time of the
prophet Muhammed. The language is in Arabic described by the term lisan (‘g_=a<!l (L), The Mudar
language is a habit (‘e JLulll 4Sk”) a statement, which means that this language is a learned feature
of the human.

48. Instruction in the Mudar language

It should be known that the habit of the Mudar language has
disappeared and become corrupted at this time. All Arab Bedouins
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speak a language that differs from the Mudar language in which the
Qur'an was revealed. It has become another language through the
admixture of non-Arab elements, as we have stated before.

e A3l 5 jlae aelS daadl Jal A1) 5 cinid
)il (e (s AT AR o L) 5 O A L I
ol LS Lo danall

Ibn Kaldun gives advices how to study the ‘Mudar language’ to contemporary readers. Ibn Khaldun
declares here that any language is a learned habit; the ‘Mudar language’ can be learned by the study of the
ancient texts like the Quran, oral instructions from pure Arabs, mixed Arabs, and non-Arabs, and the

study of the prose and poetic literature in this ‘Mudar language’.

However, since languages are habits, as mentioned before, it is possible
to learn them like any other habit. The obvious method of instruction for
those who desire to obtain the habit of the ancient (Mudar) language is
to acquire expert knowledge of the linguistic documents (written) in it,
such as the Qur'an, the traditions, the speeches in rhymed prose and
verse of the ancients and of outstanding Arabs, as well as the statements
of (early) men of mixed Arab and non-Arab parentage (muwallad) in all
disciplines. Eventually, the student obtains expert knowledge of a great
amount of such poetical and prose material. As a result, he is like a
person who grew up among the (old speakers of Arabic) and learned
from them how to express what he wants to express.

L el oY) Leadad S e WS @l il
i ol alaill any S il ols USaa
Lainy 4t 330 o leluand oy 5 ALl o2
e aedlad o golall il agadS 5 ol
b nll Jpmd cilillae 5 Galull IS 5 Eaal)
Qusjeh)wi}?@c\;ui L;L.Ag\ ) gall
(e pgadlSl adais 3 5D J50 s agisi il
Dsiall 5 ashaiall 3 jlall CAT 5 agiar Ui (he A 3

Ibn Khaldun understood the ‘Mudar language’ not as a specific register of the Arabic spoken before and
after the Islamization, but as the Arabic language at that time comprising both the written and spoken
Arabic language in prose and poetic form. The student of the ‘Mudar language’ shall according to the
advices of Ibn Khaldun imitate the style and the expressions of the experts of the ‘Mudar language’. Ibn
Khaldun draws special attention to the pronunciation of the sounds, which cause the distinction between
the ‘Mudar language’ and the contemporary Arabic. Both the study of the ‘Mudar language’ by heart and
the support of written material is recommended by Ibn Khaldun in order to obtain a high quality of the

utterance in prose and verse. This way, rhetoric (‘4¢3L”) of the ‘Mudar language’ can be obtained.

After that, he may try to express his own thoughts with the expressions
and in the style they would have used and to follow their ways and word
arrangement, of which he has, by now, an expert knowledge. His expert
and practical use (of the material) gives him the habit of (the old
language). With the increase in (his knowledge and practical use of the
material, his habit) becomes more firmly rooted and stronger.

In addition, the student needs a healthy disposition and a good
understanding of the aspirations and ways of the Arabs in (their) word
combinations and in (their) efforts that those word combinations should
conform to the requirements of the given situation. Taste attests to the
fact that (these things are needed by the student), for it originates as the
result of the (existence of the proper linguistic) habit and of a healthy
disposition, as we shall mention later on. The more the student knows by
heart and the more he uses (the material), the better will his utterances
in prose and verse turn out to be. The (student) who has obtained these
(linguistic) habits knows the Mudar language. He has a critical
understanding of what constitutes good style (eloquence) in it.

This is how the (Mudar language) must be studied. God "guides
whomever He wants to guide.”
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In the 6" chapter one sequence (6.46) is exclusively dedicated to the distinction between the
contemporary Arabic language, the ‘Mudar language’ (‘= 42l ©) and ‘Himyarite language’ (‘e 431 ©).

46. Contemporary Arabic is an independent language different from the lagd all A5l o (A 15w Y 5 bl Juadl)
languages of the Mudar and the Himyar. omes g pae dall 3l Alitis agall
This is as follows. We find that with regard to clear indication of what AVl sl gl 5 aaliall Gl 3 laaas Ul el
one wants to express and full expression of meaning, Arabic (as it is AV V) Lgie 28y o g (5 pumall Glalll (i e
spoken today) follows the ways of the Mudar language. The only loss is | saalicd J grdall o Jeldl) cpad e S jall
that of the vowels indicating the distinction between subject and object. e Ja o s g il 5 aailly e
Instead, one uses position within the sentence and syntactic aliall Glua pad
combinations (gara'in) to indicate certain special meanings one wants

to express.

Ibn Khadlun descibes in the next part the linguistic semantic and syntactic features of the contemporary
Arabic language. The quality of the rhetoric of the ‘Mudar language’ (‘g_ra<ll Gudll’) Tbn Khaldun
considers to be higher than the rhetoric of the contemporary Arabic. According to Ibn Khaldun, the
semantic meanings of words in the ‘Mudar language’ were closer to the original root meaning, while in
the contemporary Arabic language they got lost. Ibn Khaldun states that in all languages except Arabic
special situations are indicated by expressions restricted by convention to those situations. In the contrary,
in the Arabic language situations are indicated by the conditions and possibilities of combining words in a
sentence. Examples for these syntactical changes are earlier or later position of words in a sentence,
ellipsis, or vowel endings. Also special situations are indicated by the letters, which are not used
independently.

However, the clarity and eloquence of the Mudar language are greater and S paall Glalll B 223U 5 ) oY)
more firmly rooted (than those of present-day Arabic). The words themselves e alla labe b LY (Y 3 ,ef 5 jiS
indicate the ideas. What still requires indication are the requirements of a 5 dJ) s 4nmii Lo Ay 5 leibel Sl
particular situation, called "the spread of the situation."” Of necessity, every s .4de Jule ) Wlisa Jiall Dby can
idea is surrounded by situations peculiar to it. Therefore, it is necessary to aadi J) gal 4 o 5 0 Y re US
indicate those situations in conveying the meaning one wants to convey, o swaiall il & Jl sl Glls ydiad of and
because they belong to it as attributes. In all (other) languages, the situations Gl men 8 J) sl @l aslia LY
are as a rule indicated by expressions restricted, by convention, to (those 5.l Lpass Bl le Jyy L S
situations). But in the Arabic language, they are indicated by the conditions s Jlsab ledle oy Lals o pall (ll) 8 Ll
and possibilities of combining words (in a sentence), such as earlier or later i (e Lgddls 5 LYY ) 5 8 Clds
position (of words in a sentence), ellipsis, or vowel endings. They are (also) — Ju 8 5 .l el 4 sfads o ,als
indicated by letters that are not used independently. sy Cagoall lele

Ibn Khaldun states that the speech in the Arabic language (‘o Jlalll & 22S9) has different classes,
which depend on the ways indicating possibilities. The Arabic language is considered to have the shortest
speech using the expression ‘Arabic speech’ (‘22 22817) in a statement by Ibn Khadun, which is backed
up by a quotation of the prophet Mohammed in the Quran.

Hence, the classes of speech in the Arabic language differ according to ol Ll 8 OIS culagda e e Sl
the different ways of indicating the possibilities, as we have stated olied LS Lal) s e A1Vl & glas Couny
before. Therefore, Arabic speech is more concise and uses fewer words ~— &,be s Walall J8f 5 gl QA pall 2DISI ()l
and expressions than any other language. This is what was meant in the ~ s4de 4l Lo al@ Jixalda 5 Gl paes 00
following remark by Muhammad: "I was given the most comprehensive PSSP ST SN EPPN U P P SN
words, and speech was made short for me." B WAN

The distinction between the Arabic language and the Arabic speech (‘22 22811) is in the Mugaddimah
handles as the difference between the language and the spoken words. Distinct from the concept
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‘language’ Ibn Khaldun uses the concept ‘speech’. For speech in the Arabic language lbn Khaldun uses
the expression ‘w_=ll »3S” he uses in a story about grammatical variations of deixis.

One may compare the story of Isa b. 'Umar. A grammarian said to him:  J8 38 5 ye (p owe oo Saala @l el 4
"l find duplications in Arabic speech. The (three) sentences, 'Zayd is (8|S qaall 23S 8 aaf ) ol (any 4l
standing,’ 'Behold, Zayd is standing,’ and 'Behold, Zayd is indeed selalla ) o) s a8l o)) 5 a8 2 ) gl S8
standing,' all mean the same." Isa replied: "(No! All three) mean (YU Adliaa Lelae ) 1 JU as) 5 indl)
something different. The first (sentence) gives information to a person  4xew Gal 1 SU 5 0 ol e cadll Al 308y
who has no previous knowledge as to whether Zayd is standing (or not). s Je )l pa¥l S je Gl Gl 5 cagd 2o i
The second (sentence) gives information to a person who has heard JIsaY) il Al cualials
about it but denies it. And the third (sentence) gives information to a

person who knows it but persists in denying it. Thus, the meaning differs

according to the different situations (one wants to express)."

In the next paragraph Ibn Khaldun discusses the rhetoric (‘4&341%) and stylistics (‘o)) of the Arabic
language. Ibn Khaldun votes against the statement of contemporary grammarians who mention that the
contemporary Arabic language (‘20al obdll’) is corrupt. The actual corruption is according to Ibn
Khaldun just the missing of the vowel endings, which existed in the ‘Mudar language’. Also concerning
the semantics of the Arabic language Ibn Khaldun mentions that the majority of the contemporary words
in the Arabic language has still the same meanings like the ‘Mudar language’.

Such eloquence and stylistic (precision) has continued to this day to be a sl G plall a3l ada i L g,
part of Arab custom and method. No attention should be paid to the — 2&d A ) <lly & m@liy 5 agall 3] agualda
nonsensical talk of certain professional grammarians who are not capable o= xS )l 5 pualdll (il e Y deliva Jal slail)
of understanding the situation correctly and who think that eloquence no <3 3¢l 133 223U () () sae 3y G (3l
longer exists and that the Arabic language is corrupt. They draw this — Jalsl 8 ady a1 ltie) aud o pad) Gladll o
conclusion from the corruption of the vowel endings, the rules for which 5 .43 & ¢ su sty Al Gl e Y1 Slud (g0 SIS
are their (particular) subject of study. But such a statement is inspired by~ _saill W 5 agelida & aniill gy Aia &
both partisan attitude and lack of ability. Actually, we find that most LUl e 80 o sall an i V) g gl b
Arabic words are still used today in their original meanings. Arabic el 5 IV Lile g ge 355l gl
speech can still /today express what one wants to express with different g 5e ALY < glaty 4 o slatll g aaliall (o
degrees of clarity.

Concerning the speech (‘,><”) Ibn Khaldun mentions that the contempoprary Arabs still use the language
(‘o) of the prose and poetry like their ancestors. The poets are able to use the language and tast and
disposition indicate for Ibn Khaldun that the language is intact (‘m=<l’):

In their speeches (the Arabs) still employ the methods and the different — 455 5 Glulll callud 5 agall 13] agadS 3
branches of the (old language of) prose and poetry. There still exist ped 5 peiliblia B2 gaga Sl 5 adaill e
eloquent speakers at (Arab) parties and gatherings. There are poets who 5 peralan 5 aglilas d adiadl cypladll
are gifted in all the ways of the Arabic language. (The existence of) a sound petiad cudld e Bliall el
taste and healthy disposition (as far as linguistic matters are concerned) .l (lals alid) pdall § musall Gl 5
attests to the fact that (the Arabic language is still intact). The only part of s <\Sa ¥ sl Gladll Jhsal e S8y o
the codified language that no longer exists is the i'rab, the vowel endings & a3 ) Jaié Al< Al Gl oY) ol
that were used in the language of the Mudar in a uniform and definite & 5 sz Lage 5 B2l A4k e
manner and that form part of the laws of (the Arabic) language. Slll) alSal e ny g4 5 .l e )

The decline of the ‘Mudar language’ Ibn Khaldun explains by the contacts between theArabic speakers of
the ‘Mudar language’ with non-Arabs in lIraq, Syria, Egypt, and the Maghrib. What Ibn Khaldun
describes here is the movement of Arabs from the Arabian Peninsula northwards and eastwards. Such a
movement occurred during the Islamisation. Ibn Khaldun describes this movement as a spreading
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movement of Islam in the language he calls the ‘Mudar language’ (‘=< osl”) beyond the limits of the
Arabian Peninsula, which turned to another language due to the influence of the languages in the
Islamized areas. The contrast between the language of the Quran and the now spoken language was
according to Ibn Khaldun the reason for the study of the Arabic language as a science and philology in
order to preserve the knowledge about the Quran and the other writings. Ibn Khaldun states that the
‘Mudar language’ was turned into another language (‘s> 4a%):

Concern for the Mudar language was only felt when that language became 2 Ll juime laady Aliall Caali g Lad) 5
corrupt through the contact of (Arabs) with non-Arabs, at the time when @il e |5l sinl Cpa aale V) agihllag
(the Arabs) gained control of the provinces of the Iraq, Syria, Egypt, and Goba sl 5 s 5 ALl 5 (3) el
the Maghrib. (At that time) the (Arabic linguistic) habit took on a form il ¥ culS s pall je e 4l
different from the one it had had originally. The (Mudar language) was thus oAl dal
transformed into another language.

Ibn Khaldun states that the ‘Mudar language’ was the language, in which the Quran was revealed and the
prophetical ahatith of the (‘ssall Cwasli”) as the basement of Islam.

(Now,) the Qur'an was revealed in (the language of the Mudar), and the Y sia (5 aill Cunall 543 Y jie Ol AN OIS
Prophetical traditions were transmitted in it, and both the Qur'an and the = Legmulii 3a8 ALl 5 cpall Slal Laa 5 4y
traditions are the basis of Islam. It was feared that, as a result of the — ¥i sl Glulll o)l Legic algdYI (3Dl 5
disappearance of the language in which they were revealed, they themselves s 4wulia gy 5 4nlSal o9 ) giali 4
might be forgotten and no longer be understood. Therefore, a systematic A g8 Jal i)
treatment of its laws, a presentation of the analogical formations used in it,

and the derivation of its rules were needed.

According to Ibn Khaldun, the language became a science (‘ale”), which was called grammar and Arabic
philology (‘“4u 2l &clia 5 saill Ale”) and orally and written practiced:

(Knowledge of Arabic) thus became a science with subdivisions, chapters, s @leie s lsl 5 Jpat 3 lle jla
premises, and problems. The scholars who cultivated that science called it 4wl dclia 5 saill alay Alaf slaw Jilise
grammar and Arabic philology. It became a discipline known by heart and ) Lals 5L siSa Lale 5 Us sina b raals
fixed in writing, a ladder leading up to the understanding of the Book of God sade A o ddpu ) dan 5 A QS g
and the Sunnah of His Prophet. Ll alu

Ibn Khaldun also describes the contemporary Arabic language linguistically. For the contemporary
Arabic language (‘2! Jdll”) Tbn Khaldun states that the vowel endings no longer exist in contrast to
the ‘Mudar language’. For Ibn Khaldun it is sure that also the contemporary Arabic language entails rules,
which must be investigated by researchers:

Perhaps, if we were to concern ourselves with the presentday Arabic language 13 (all Gladll 13gy Ltie ) I Ulal
and evolve its laws inductively, we would find other things and possibilities O (abing 4alSa Ly jEiu) 5 sgall
indicating what the vowel endings, which no longer exist, (used to) indicate, Al ) sels Lal¥a & dul e Y i< )
things that exist in the (present-day language) and that have their own peculiar 5 (il B Ly () 5ST A 30 A 5e
rules. Perhaps, (certain rules) apply to the endings of (the words of the present- cleaadl e e o jal sl 8 05 Lelal
day Arabic language, only) in a manner different from that which existed LSl 5 clalll Canls ymadal 3 J5Y)
originally in the language of the Mudar. Languages and (linguistic) habits are Ll

not matters of chance.

Ibn Khaldun discusses the relationship of the ‘Himyarite language’ and the ‘Mudar language’ using for
both the classifying noun ‘. While the Kingdom of Himyar came to an end prior to the rise of Islam,
the language continued for centuries. It is known that from the region of contemporary Yemen the tribe of
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the Himyar was the origin of other tribes like Zaid Al-Jamhur, Banu Quda'a and Sakasic. The Kahlan
Tribe was the origin of tribes like the Hamdan, Azd, Anmar, Tayy, Shammar, Midhhij, Kinda, Lakhm,
and Judham. Without doubt these tribes where in South Arabia. We can assume that Ibn Khaldun put the
‘Mudar language’ as language of the North Arabian tribes in contrast to the South Arabian language. lbn
Khaldun mentions that previous scholars assumed that the ‘Himyarite language’ and the ‘Mudar
language’ are one and the same language. As a common feature we must assume that they shared their
roots or common Semitic features, but, as Ibn Khaldun states, the ‘Mudar language’ had changed the
‘Himyarite language’. Ibn Khaldun mentions documentary material he had for the support of his
statement. Ibn Kahdun states that the ‘Himyarite language’ and the ‘Mudar language’ are separated
languages. Here Ibn Khaldun changes his use of terms: When he speaks at other places about ‘Mudar
language’ and ‘Himyarite language’ as < »a< 4’ and ‘4 el 2211, Thus, Ibn Khaldun employs in this
part of his book the concept “4x)” for distinct and distinguished languages as autonomous linguistic
communication systems.

The relationship of the Mudar language to the Himyarite language was of the Olualll xa (g pamall Glalll S a8
same type. Many of the meanings and inflections of the words of the Himyarite &S jcac die s 5 43l) o3¢ (5 yseal)
language were changed in Mudar usage. This fact is attested by the transmitted & bad 5 (5 masll Jlulll Cile g g0 (10
material available to us. It is contrary to the opinions of those whose deficient Ll 52 g sl JLY) Iy a5 4dlalS
(knowledge) leads them to assume that the Mudar and Himyar languages are W gl o ) gl alasy (pad WA
one and the same, and who want to interpret the Himyarite language according e A paall Z2lll g ja) Gaaily gBaal g
to the formations and rules of the Mudar language. For instance, certain of  ac s LS Leiil & 54, juaall A2l (uulia
these persons assume that the Himyarite word qayl "leader” is derived from (sl Gladll 8 Jadll B8 3 agaany
gawl "speaking,” and so on. This is not correct. Cad 513 oLl (g S 5 Jl) (ga il

gy

Ibn Khadlun distinguishes the ‘Himyarite language’ from the ‘Mudar language’ in terms of its semantics
and inflection and vowel use. ‘Himyarite language’ and ‘Mudar language’ were both ancestors of the
contemporary ‘Arabic language’. The higher esteem of the ‘Mudar language’ derived from the fact that
this variation of the Arabic language was the variation of the recordings of the Quran and the Ahadith.

The Himyarite language is another language and differs from the Mudar — vae 4alls plie s AT 45 juea 45l
language in most of its (conventional) meanings, inflections, and vowels, (and 5 led i 5 lgeliasl ge SN 4
has) the same relationship (to it) that the Mudar language has to present-day = Lasgal o jall 42l o LS Lol je) IS ja
Arabic. The only difference is that the interest in the Mudar language which, (s sae Gl dliall O ¥) jae 23] as

we have stated, exists on account of (the connection of that language with) the e @lld Jas oLl LaS day ) ol
religious law, caused (scholars) to evolve and derive (its rules). There is 13gd Laie Gadl 5 ¢l Y1 5 Tl
nothing nowadays to move us to do the same (for presentday Arabic). A Loy 5 elld Jia e Uileay L agall

A case study of the differences between the variations of the Arabic language spoken by Beduins are the
pronunciations of the letter q (&) as q (&) or as k (). The Beduines kept the traditional pronunciation as q
(&), while the settles population changed the pronounciation to k (<). The Beduines between the East and
the West practice the pronunciation of the letter as a mixture of the q (&) and the k (<)).

A characteristic feature of the language of present-day Arab (Bedouins), gt (caall daall 138 G118 a8 g Laa
wherever they may live, is the pronunciation of . They do not pronounce it as b pels HUREY) (e | S s agall
the urban population pronounces it and as it is indicated in works on Arabic z_a« (b Osihi Y agild Calally laill
philology, namely, where the hindmost part of the tongue meets the soft palate 8 ,sS3e s LS jlady! Jal xie Cildl)
above it. Neither is it pronounced as k is pronounced, even though k is 485 L 5 gl cadl (e 4l 4y yall (S
articulated in a place below that where q is articulated in the vicinity of the soft Lol Lo 05l Lo 5 oY) liall
palate, as it is (when properly articulated). It is pronounced somewhere —aase e Jisd OIS ) 5 GISH 7 j3a e
between k and g. This is the case with all Arab Bedouins, wherever they are, in o WS Sealiall e adl L g calal)
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the West or the East. It has eventually become their distinguishing mark among
the nations and races. It is a characteristic of theirs that no one else shares
with them.

Al S (s A g L (s o
o 1508 s el Jialln g 5a 08
pedle Adle Al jla s (5 5 e

Y*LAS';AJL)QX\,eAY\Q*\QA
R e L agS Ly

Ibn Khaldun mentions that the differentiation between the different pronunciations of the letter g (3). lbn
Khaldun also mentions that the imitation of the Bedouin way of the pronunciation of the letter q (3) has
become a fashion among speakers who aim at appearing as native Arabic speakers. In this regard these
imitators imitate the pronunciation of the ‘Mudar language’. Ibn Khadlun lists the tribes, which derive
from the Mudar Tribe. Ibn Khadlun also lists the most powerful Bedouin tribes, which use the traditional
pronunciations of the letter g (8). Ibn Khaldun speculates that this pronunciation might the pronunciation

used during the time the old ‘Mudar language’ was actively performed in writing and in spoken words.

This goes so far that those who want to Arabicize themselves and to affiliate
themselves with the Arabs imitate the Arab pronunciation of (q). (Arabs) think
that a pure Arab can be distinguished from Arabicized and sedentary people by
this pronunciation of q. It is thus obvious that this is the (pronunciation of g
found in) the Mudar language. The largest and leading group of Arab Bedouins
who still live in the East and the West consists of descendants of Mansur b.
'Ikrimah b. Khasafah b. Qays b. 'Aylan through Sulaym b. Mansur and through
the Banu ‘Amir b. Sa'sa’ah b. Mu'awiyah b. Bakr b. Hawazin b. Mansur. Nowa-
days, they constitute the most numerous and powerful nation of the inhabited
part of the earth. They are descendants of the Mudar. They and all the other
(Arab Bedouins) of the Banu Kahlan are the model for the pronunciation of g
mentioned. It was not invented by these Arab Bedouins but inherited by them
over the generations. This makes it obvious that it was the pronunciation of the
ancient Mudar. Perhaps it is the very pronunciation that was used by the
Prophet. "Alid jurists made that claim. They thought that he who reads in the
first surah the words "the straight path" (as-sirata I-mustagima) without
pronouncing the q (in al-mustagim) as is done by (present-day) Arab Bedouins,
commits an error, and his prayer is not valid.

O i G bl g coEl ay g e
Lo Ghill G aeSlay 48 Jaall 5 Jall
padie 5 (ya g el asall ety Lai) 4l
odg (3hailly (5 puzmall g A5 all & Jaa)
5ol i peme dad Ll @y el
pasbus) 5 pgedine L daall 4 4
Lo sBL8 (ndaSe (p jspaiealy B
O ale G Oe s ppaie (g dArara
P s saie (00 O S O dslae
Dsarall 8 aaY) T agall 13g) 5 agalef
e pere dinll il 5 e e (e o
il odgy shaill 8 (S 5 sl
o dr diall 1 Leexiy W ARl oda
iy o elay 5 Aflaia pgsd 4 ) sie Ll
Al Gl ol 43 Lelal 5 0l V) jume 23
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A Al (18 e O Vsee )y 5
Lol jeall Loal aicsal) 13l 0l CHlED iy
& Jal)

In the last part of the section about the ‘Mudar language’ Ibn Khaldun compares the pronunciation of the
‘Mudar language’ and the language of the Bedouins. Here the distinct features of the pronunciation of the
Bedouins in contrast to settlers and semi-nomadic Arabs are described. Regarding the discussion of the
change of the pronunciations of the letter q () Ibn Khaldun mentions that modern philologists openly
denounced that the letter g (&) as an ugly, un-Arabic sound being no longer aware of its pronunciation by
the early Arabs. lbn Khaldun mentions that it belonged to the Arabic linguistic tradition, because the
Arabs inherited it from their ancestors. Finally, Ibn Khaldun discusses the pronunciation of the q (&)-
sound in the urban population.

There is a theory that q as pronounced by the urban population does not belong
to the (original) g-sound, but is the result of their contact with non-Arabs. They
pronounce it as. they do, but it is not an Arabic sound. However, our afore-
mentioned statement that it is (all) one sound with a wide (range of)
articulation is more appropriate. This should be understood. God is the clear
guide.
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Still today the dialect spoken in Cairo suppresses the g-sound and replaces it with a g-sound. The
phenomena Ibn Khaldun describes during the time of the Islamisation are related to the language contact,
which brings the influence of one language onto another language. Here we have the case of the
superstratum ‘Mudar language’, and the substrata of the language variants of the Arabic language and the
other languages, which existed in the Islamized countries. It is Ibn Khaldun’s explication that the
substrata had an impact for the language, which was the more prestigious one. Also other impact factors
for the change of the language must be taken into account. Migration as a phenomenon with a strong
impact onto the differentiation of linguistic variants can be taken into account for the variation of the
Arabic language. The basic root structure of the ‘Mudar language’ and other Semitic languages Ibn
Khaldun mentioned like the ‘Himyarite language’ and the language of the Beduins never seemed to have
been subject to change; Ibn Khaldun mentions changes of meanings and changes of the flections.
Compared with the 2™ sound shift, which separated different dialect variants of the German language by
the regular change of their inventory of the consonants in two areas in North and South Germany, the
change of the ‘Mudar language’ didn’t seem to have an impact on the morphological structure of the
roots.

3.3. Ibn Khadun’s Opposition of the ‘Himyarite language’ and ‘Mudar language’ as
Examples of the North-South Opposition of the Arabic language

Ibn Khaldun uses the terms the ‘Mudar language’ (‘= 42) and ‘Himyarite language’ (‘s 4a%),
Concerning his statement about the Himyari Tribe Ibn Khaldun makes doubtful annotations about their
place of living, since we know that they were a tribe of the Southern part of the Arabian Peninsula now in
Yemen; Ibn Khaldun writes here that the tribe of the Himyarite lived in the hills and at the sources of
fertile pastures and plentiful living. This is the place where the Himyar, the Kahlan, the Lakhm, the
Judham, the Ghassan, the Tayy, the Quda'ah, and the lyad lived. As they got in contact, their lineages
were mixed up, and their groups intermingled. “Hills and at the sources of fertile pastures’ is usually
associated with the Northern Arabic homeland of the Fertile Crescent; here it would mean the South
Arabian area of contemporary Yemen. Ibn Khaldun in the Chapter 10 treats the mixture of lineage
between the different tribes (& < la¥) Ldual 4 il Jeadll), Here the tribe of the Himyar is
mentioned:

13) o g ae AN g Ll ey ol SUlsd) 3 B3 el g (Baldy g gt e B L JMES cgielnd e el eundl 5 plall
il 131 gl N IS 5 ekl o g Lgzete 3 g 3zl o plenVl 3 Wl it (a5 letee sl g s alallng Lty J)
Jlor W s a0 ped ALl 5 pBYL 085 L) oS AN OIS 5 lgall 5 gl e o Ul Ll 5 Lol 0555 O e 5 il
o i o pe iae Ol I3 (3 g sael) 3031 3 BAST sl (3 W 18] sle e il ) 3T 0 TLem g STy Sl 3 B
3 el e ] 092V B g (B 3 e i ke s B LT bl g g g end) 5 S ) 8L OGS a2
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In the chapter 60 about the Arabic poetry (“'ae 1id jLasdl ol 5 Call sl @ roeadt L2al) is mentioned that also
the Himyar had a written language (‘a’) :

f;;,y}.,;ﬁj\j(,_l_o\;;g\f.@JwJTaﬁch\S;\wafgﬁﬁﬁfa&méﬂwwu S5 9 IS 0bs & 5 shas il
e sl OUST3 Glll Ll e G 0Ty ade ST 5 jeledl gpadl 5 Lewnlin g3 ) e 5 e OL A3 Wy LOgadize sles
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In the chapter 10 the Himyarite writing (‘¢3! L4°), which is called ‘al-masnad’ (‘a.l’) as the
‘Himyarite script’ (‘ »~ 21s”") and opposed to the ‘Arabic script’ (‘-2 2157 of the Mudar (‘language’) (“ .-
)
e g Lods 23 et 9 AQL{@T} Lersny &3 gl oMol Kl AQLU—G‘YV JA._J\ JA“} e~ w\;{ﬁ 9 (e et 9 4@;3.».44 L) Lead
1 I Nty C U [ HEg 1|2

3.4. The Use of the ‘Mudar Language’ in Arabic Sources after Ibn Khaldun

The usage of both terms ‘43" and ‘¢’ for the concept ‘language’ in the terms of the description of the
‘Mudar language’ continued in Arabic of the 19" century. An author who used the expression ¢ s« 42V is
Mohammad Sadiq Hassan Khan (1890- 1832) in his book Alphabet of the Sciences (asill 2xi: 88). Kahn
used the term ‘2l Glalll’| €5 padll Gl and s aallulll” besides ¢ ax 22l

Ol V3¢ Lsiie ) 5] Uilad g el 5 Al gus ) Qinag el S agh () Ly oLy i€ Lale 5 ol gine b rald ey jall deliay saill alay
Lelal 5 clamsd (i 3 Led (35S 48 53 33 5 (s AT saly (Ll 3 e W) S pall (e (palind chalSal Uiy i 5 c3gall 13g] o o)
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In the following paragraph Khan uses the term ‘Mudar language’ (¢ j-as 431°):
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But also the term ‘Mudar language’ was expressed using the term ‘Cad’. Mostafa Saadeq Al-Rafe'i
(1880-1937) in his History of the Arab Literature (Tarikh al-Adab al-Arab. <=1l wlal & )6 83) used the
expressions ‘g wadl oLl and sae gl for the ‘Mudar language’ in a historical account quoting Ibn
Khaldun who used for ‘Mudar language’ the term ¢ _yae o’
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In the following part Al-Rafe'i used the term ‘_sas (sl” for the ‘“Mudar language’:
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These scholarly authors had the knowledge of ancient sources of the Arabic language like 1bn Khaldun. In
contrast to the Western scholarly studies, which developed strong critical approaches to textual historical
writings and their interpretation since the 19" century, the Arabic scholars were not approaching the texts
in a critical way of inquiry the linguistic material. The 20" century in the West we can also describe as the
critical inquisitive age of methodological concerns, which had an impact on the establishment of scientific
frameworks. Even Ibn Khaldun as a historician didn’t reflect the terms of the Arabic language he was
using; this lack of critical approaches is an explication for the change between the two terms for the
concept ‘language’ in his writing without any contextual function. Both terms must have been considered
by him as equally carrying the same meaning and thus the alteration and usage of both must have served
purely artificial and stylistic purposes.

4. Conclusions:

The Conceptualisation of the Arabic Language as ‘Literal Variation’:

The Case of Language as ‘4 and ‘ck” and the ‘Arabic Speech’ (‘call ads%)
The concept of variation is deeply rooted into the Arabic language for the description of linguistic
features. It derived from the root h-r-f, from which the word ‘harf* (< =) for letter or word derived. The
noun —_~ comprises the meanings ‘letter’, ‘character’, ‘edge’, ‘brim’, ‘list’, ‘margin’, ‘brink. As a verb
—_a comprises as meanings ‘deviate’, ‘diverge’, ‘corrupt’, ‘distort’, ‘garble’, ‘misrepresent’, ‘tamper’,
‘slant’, ‘contort’, ‘wrest’, ‘twist’, and ‘torture’. (Lessan)! The concept was mentioned in the Quran, where
the prophet Mohammed says that he was ordered to recite the Quran in seven ahruf. Shafaat wrote in The
Seven Ahruf (‘4awdl <a,a¥1%) that the word ahruf is the plural of harf (—_=), which has the following
meanings in the Quran:

1)  Anedge or border; this is the meaning in Qur’an 22:11

2) A variation, this is the meaning which gives rise to the word tahrif, used in the Qur’an (2:75, 4:46. 5:13, 41)

3) A letter or a word

1)  The reliability of the ahadith about seven ahruf is far from being above doubt

2) The identification of ahruf with variant readings is not supported by most of these ahadith

3)  Not all scholars, probably not even a majority of them, are in agreement with this identification of ahruf
with variant readings
(Shafaat)

We can understand this passage as seven ways of literal variation, in which the Quran was revealed. As a
conceptual explanation for the unique Arabic settings of the language the concept of the root h-r-f is
useful. The ambivalence of the terms ‘421" and ‘0’ is for the historical conceptualization of the Arabic
language important. While the first term (‘42)) refers to the complex systematic structure similar to the
Saussurean concept ‘language’, the second one (‘0’) refers in its very earliest and original meaning to
the spoken variation of language. This we can state today, since historical linguistic studies allow us to
have an insight into the etymological changes of roots of Semitic languages. We cannot exactly state the
time, when both terms in the history of the Arabic language were no longer differentiated, but in the
writing of 1bn Khaldun we have an example for the indifference of the usage of both terms. A lack of a
systematic usage in the work of Ibn Khaldun exists; this is obvious, when one compares the related text
passages. So the terms even seem to be interchangeable in Ibn Khaldun’s work. Besides language as ‘420’

! Lessan. Arabic-English Dictionary. Lessan Organization. March 23, 2013.
<http://www.lessan.org>.
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and ‘O also the concept ‘speech’ as expressed in the term ‘Arabic speech’ (‘cuall 2287 exists. Tbn
Khaldun differentiates the speech from the two above mentioned terms as the oral variation of the Arabic
language, which by no means an inferior variation of the language: the spoken Arabic was the language of
the speakers and the poets. Since this variation, the speech (‘¢><’), was also the oral way of producing
poems that was first recorded a few decades prior the emergence of Islam, this speech must have served
an oral lingua franca between the tribes, which shared their poetry. Recordings of the Arabic language
were first in the Southern Arabic languages, which had an alphabet different from the dialects of the
Arabic language in the North.

The conceptualization of the Arabic language has been considered a problem of research. Especially the
relation between the so-called ‘classical Arabic’, the Fusha as the established standard language, and the
dialects as the local variants of the Arabic language has been considered a linguistic challenge. Even in
the discussions of Ibn Khaldun in the Mugaddimah about the development of the Arabic language, the
conceptual antithetical constellation of the ‘“Mudar language’, which is from the Northern part of the Arab
territory, and the ‘Himyaric language’, which is associated to the Southern part of the Arabian Peninsula,
is a ground-giving work for the up-to-day existing differentiation between the Southern Arabic and the
Northern Arabic language. The ‘North-South’ constellation and the process of the increased impureness
of the ‘Mudar language’ due to the contact with communities of users of other languages is a theme of the
work of Ibn Khaldun. Ibn Khaldun dedicates the sequence 46 to a discourse about the contemporary
Arabic (‘) 42) as an independent language different from the languages ‘Mudar language’ and
‘Himyarite language’. The difference between the ‘Mudar language’ and the contemporary Arabic is the
loss of the vowels indicating the distinction between subject and object. In contemporary Arabic the
syntax became more important, since speakers use position within the sentence and syntactic
combinations to indicate certain special meanings. Ibn Khaldun states here that in contrast to other
languages the classes of speech in the Arabic language differ according to the different ways of indicating
the possibilities. According to Ibn Khaldun, ¢Arabic speech’ (‘—_ll 23S”) is more concise and uses fewer
words and expressions than any other language. The contemporary Arabic in the Time of Ibn Khaldun
entails a majority of Arabic words, which are still used today in their original meanings, a spoken Arabic,
which can still today express what one wants to express with different degrees of clarity, and speeches,
which employ the methods and the different branches of the old language of prose and poetry. Eloquent
speakers exist in this time in Arab parties and gatherings and contemporary poets are gifted in all the
ways of the Arabic language. These statements Ibn Khaldun makes about the spoken Arabic language. In
chapter 48 Ibn Khaldun declares that the habit of the ‘Mudar language’ has disappeared and became
corrupted at this time. The Arab Bedouins speak a language, which is differs from the ‘Mudar language’
(‘== 421", in which the Qur'an was revealed. The contemporary language has become another language
(‘A 4) through the admixture of non-Arab elements. While the title of this chapter uses the
expression ‘s_adl Lalll’) the term ‘_ae 420 is used in the text. As for the contemporary theories about
the linguistic structure of the Arabic language, one can state: Most theories are based on the separation
between several language registers: Modern Standard Arabic and Fusha represent the variation of the
language, which is more prestigious than dialects. Dialects are variants, which identify the speaker by the
region he/she comes from. The separation between ancient Southern and Northern Arabic coming into
contact via migration is the underlying principle for the development of the language within the history of
the language; also the exchange between Arabic and other languages has affected the language. Already
Ibn Khaldun refers to the North-South distinction of the languages he calls ‘Mudar language’ and
‘Himyarite language’. All Arabic authors writing about the ‘Mudar language’ employ the term ¢ ol
=4’ which we can distinguish from the term ‘42> used for a language as an individual system of
linguistic communication. Even though both terms are employed in contemporary Arabic for a natural
language, the term ‘s’ can be traced to a Semitic root for ‘tongue’. Ibn Khaldun gives us an ambivalent
picture of the ‘Mudar language’ separating it on the one hand from the language of the Beduins and the
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settled Arabs, but discussing on the other hand its similarity to the Arabic language. We used the
opposition of the Mudar Language and Himyarite Language in the source of the Mugaddimah of Ibn
Khaldun to discuss the contemporary question “Is the Concept ‘Language’ as ‘42" and ‘0’ and ‘Speech’
(‘>”) in Ibn Khaldun’s Mugaddimah a Source for a Linguistic Variation in the Arabic Dialect
Continuum in a North / South Scheme of Distinction or Not?” As far as the descriptions of Ibn Khaldun
emphasize the difference between the Arabic and the Himyar, which are both as 4x}, the most complex
term for language as a natural language existing in the Arabic language, characterized, and as far as the
languages associated to the area of the Himyar Empire are Semitic languages, we conclude that the
distinction between the North Arabic language and the South Arabic language is not appropriate as
description of the Arabic language itself and for its history.
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